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Dr. Martina Dickson

NEW
PUBLICATIONS
Congratulations to the
following researchers
who published the
following Journal
Articles recently:
Dr. David Litz
Kennetz, K., Litz, D., Riddlebarger,
J., Tennant, L., Dickson, M., &
Stringer, P. (2019). Placing elementaryschool teachers at the vanguard of
modernisation: language use and
emergent identity among Englishmedium teachers in the UAE. English in
Education, 1-19.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/042
50494.2019.1688656

This paper examines the complex forces
at work in novice Arabic-speaking
teachers’ choice of language in Englishmedium primary classrooms in the
United Arab Emirates. Thirty newlygraduated Emirati English language
teachers, working in kindergarten or
primary government schools in the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi, participated in
a survey that investigated language
choice in the classroom. Main findings
identified a pragmatic willingness and
enthusiasm among participants to use
their first language in second language
English classrooms not found in previous
studies. The researchers also uncovered
evidence of an emerging bilingual
professional identity that sets participants
apart from their monolingual colleagues.
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Blaik Hourani, R., Litz, D. R., &
Jederberg, S. (2019). Perceived value
of the Abu Dhabi Educational Care
Centre for enhancing juvenile education
within the spectrum of social justice:
confronting challenges. International
Journal of Leadership in Education:
Policy and Practice, 1-24, [Epub ahead
of print], doi:10.1080/13603124.2019.1
566576.
Hourani, R. B., Litz, D., & Smith, A.
(2019). Multi-dimensional leaders’
roles and responsibilities: Dynamics,
constraints and policy change in a UAE
juvenile correctional educational center.
Educational Management Administration
& Leadership, 1-21, [Epub ahead of
print], doi:1741143219833691.
Dr. Shaljan Areepattamannil
Liou, P. Y., Areepattamannil, S.
(in press). Assessing students’
motivational beliefs about learning
science across grade level and gender.
Journal of Experimental Education.
doi:1080/00220973.2020.1712814
This study investigated whether or not
students’ science motivational beliefs
varied significantly across genders and
grade levels. The study also examined
gender and grade level differences in the
relationship between science motivational
beliefs and science achievement.

Dickson, M. (2020). “He’s Not Good
at Sensing That Look That Says, I’m
Drowning Here!” Academic Mothers’
Perceptions of Spousal Support.
Marriage & Family Review, 1-23.
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/
UERBXYTVFBDCE3GKASHJ/
full?target=10.1080/01494929.2020.1712302

Academia is known to have no fixed
working hours as such. The positive
effect of working women having spousal
support is well documented in many
employment areas, and can have
repercussions on women’s promotional
paths, publishing outcomes and general
professional and personal well-being.
This paper looks at perceived spousal
support which academic mothers report.
The ways in which this spousal support
situation has affected the academic
mothers’ lives is discussed.
Dr. Suha Al-Hassan
Chang, L., Lu, H., Lansford, J. E.,
Bornstein, M. H., Steinberg, L., Chen,
B., Skinner, A. T., Dodge, K. A., DeaterDeckard, K., Bacchini, D., Pastorelli, C.,
Alampay, L. P., Tapanya, S., Sorbring,
E., Oburu, P., Al-Hassan, S., Di Giunta,
L., Malone, P. S., Uribe Tirado, L. M.,
& Yotanyamaneewong, S. (2019).
External environment and internal state
in relation to life history behavioural
profiles of adolescents in nine countries.
Proceedings of the Royal Society B:
Biological Sciences, 286, 20192097.
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/
abs/10.1098/rspb.2019.2097

Based on a longitudinal sample of
1223 adolescents in nine countries,
the results show that harsh and
unpredictable environments and
adverse internal states in childhood
are each uniquely associated with fast
LH behavioural profiles consisting of
aggression, impulsivity, and risk-taking
in adolescence. These findings suggest
that individuals rely on a multitude and
consistency of sensory information
in more decisively calibrating LH and
behavioural strategies.

BOOKS
AND BOOK
CHAPTERS
Professor
Myint Khine

Khine, M.S.
(Ed.) (2019).
Emerging
Trends in
Learning
Analytics:
Leveraging
the Power of
Education Data.
Leiden, The
Netherlands:
Koninklijke Brill.
ISBN: 978-9004-39661-6
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Khine, M.S. (Ed.)
(2020). Rasch
Measurement:
Applications
in Quantitative
Educational
Research,
Cham,
Switzerland:
Springer. ISBN:
978-981-151799-0

Khine, M.S.
(Ed.) (2020).
Contemporary
Perspectives
on Research
in Educational
Assessment.
Charlotte,
North Carolina:
Information
Age Publishing.
ISBN: 978-1641-13938-0

Dr. Nagla
Ali

Dr. Suha
Al-Hassan

Dr. Ieda
Santos

Ali, N., &
Khine, M.S.
(Eds.) (2020).
Integrating
3D Printing
into Teaching
and Learning:
Practitioners’
Perspectives.
Leiden, The
Netherlands:
Koninklijke Brill.
ISBN: 978-9004-39932-7

Al-Hassan,
S. (2019).
Education
and Parenting
in Jordan.
In School
Systems, Parent
Behavior, and
Academic
Achievement
(pp. 55-65).
Springer.

Exploring BYOD
Usage in the
Classroom and
Policies,
Ieda M. Santos
and Otávio
Bocheco, in
Mobile Devices
in Education:
Breakthroughs
in Research and
Practice

OPEN ACCESS JOURNAL
ARTICLE FUNDING
The following article will be published open-access
in a Q1 journal, courtesy of ECAE funding. Open
access to small number of articles in high ranking
journals will be funded this year in order to increase
the number of views, downloads and citations of the
article. Congratulations to Dr. Mohamed Seghier,
Professor Mohamed Fahim, and Dr. Claudine
Habak. Please take full advantage of this being an open access article, by clicking on the link below and finding
out about your colleagues’ work!
Educational fMRI: From the Lab to the Classroom. (2019). Frontiers in Psychology (2019)
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2019.02769/full
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INTERNATIONAL
RESEARCH
CONFERENCE
PRESENTATIONS
Congratulations to our faculty who recently travelled to present at
international conferences, funded by ECAE
Dr. David Litz who attended:

Dr. Scott Parkman who attended:

The International Conference on Teaching, Learning and
Education (ICTLE)
Rotterdam, Netherlands. (15th - 17th - November, 2019).

The International Conference on Teaching, Learning and
Education (ICTLE)
Rotterdam, Netherlands. (15th - 17th - November, 2019).

Southeast Asian Conference on Education
Singapore. (7th - 9th February, 2020).

Southeast Asian Conference on Education
Singapore. (7th - 9th February, 2020).

Dr. Nagla Ali who attended:

Dr. Suha Al-Hassan who attended:

International Conference on Advances in STEM Education
(ASTEM 2019)
Hong Kong, China. (18th - 20th December, 2019)

12th Annual International Conference of Education,
Research and Innovation
Seville, Spain. 11th – (13th November, 2019)

Dr. Farouq Al Meqdadi who attended:

Dr. Clodagh Murray who attended:

27th ICTEL 2019 - International Conference on Teaching,
Education and Learning
Bangkok, Thailand. (20th - 21st December, 2019).

Accessibility to Knowledge Content for Persons with
Disabilities
Amman, Jordan. (13th - 14th November, 2019)
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ECAE
RESEARCH
SEMINARS
Four research seminars were presented to the ECAE
community last semester
Thursday, 26th September, 2019

Thursday, 31st October, 2019

Dr. Cara Williams
Undergraduate Student Preference of Mobile Learning Features
to make sense of Mathematics

Dr. Mohamed Seghier
Modulation by task-difficulty in the default mode network varies
with the complexity of perceptual information during decision
making.

ECAE Research Groupings: Updates and Overviews
- STEM Education (Dr. Scott Parkman)
- Brain, Mind and Learning (Dr. Claudine Habak)
- Critical Pedagogy (Dr. Ieda Santos)
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Dr. Shaljan Areepattamann
Teacher-Directed Versus Inquiry-Based Science Instruction:
Investigating Links to Adolescent Students’ Science
Dispositions Across 65 Countries

BEING A Ph.D.
STUDENT
AT ECAE!
In this Winter Newsletter edition, we interview PhD student,
Miss Wafa Alhasmi, to find out about her experiences so far.
Q: Can you tell us about the PhD program you are
studying on (the program, your year of study etc.)
A: I am a second year PhD student and my major is
Measurement and Assessment.
Q: What has been the best part of studying for your PhD
so far?
A: Study as a PhD student is a different experience than
undergraduate study. It is enjoyable to exchange experiences
with colleagues who have different backgrounds and years of
work experience. In addition, the high quality of the program
leads to enhancement of my level in the field of measurement
and assessment.
Q: What have you found to be the most challenging part
of your experience, and how have you overcome that?
A: Studying and working at the same time is the most
challenging part of my experience in PhD. As an employee
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and student at the same time, I need to spend my time wisely
and to have time management skills to be able to complete all
the required tasks. PhD study requires a lot of reading to learn
the subjects in depth and to get the updates about the latest
studies conducted in the field.
Q: What advice would you give to new PhD students?
A: Firstly, you need to select your major carefully to be
interested in the topic and to enjoy your study. Secondly, you
should manage your time between your responsibilities at
study, at work and with family. Thirdly, you need to be hard
worker and independent because you should spend most of
your time reading and learning about topics related to your
major. Finally, be sure that you will reach your goal if you have
the passion and willingness to study.
Thank-you for sharing your wisdom!

BEING A STUDENT
RESEARCH ASSISTANT
AT ECAE!
In this newsletter
edition, we interview
ECAE PhD student
Miss Sara Ahmad,
who has been working
on a funded project
led by Dr. Ieda Santos
looking at the impact of
Makerspace projects in
schools.
Thank you Sara for agreeing to
talk about your work as an ECAE
Research Assistant! Can you start by
telling me a little about the project
you have been working on?
Perfect! Basically the project is
about Makerspace. The idea about
Makerspace is to make a mobile lab to
be available in the school to help the
student think outside of the box and to
be innovators. Our Makerspace includes
a ED Printer, Arduino, Lego Mindstorm,
for the 3D printer we can make 3D
objects, and for the 3D printer we can
make circuits. Our idea is to help the
student to create their own object and
make it run with their own circuit device.
For example, if you see this car, they
can build their own design using the
3D printer and they can make it bigger,
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smaller, whatever they like. The idea
starts with a workshop to initiate, and it’s
also only a small trolley, low budget, so
easy for schools to get and use. (so for
a small group of students at one time?)
yes, and they just need one small room,
it’s not costly for schools.
Can you tell us about your specific
role as a Research Assistant in the
project – what have you been doing?
In my Bachelors degree I studied
engineering at Khalifa University, so I
already had a good idea about electrical
circuits and electronics. My work here is
to prepare an exercise for the teachers,
for example using the Arduino, how it
works, how the tool works, developing
the activities and simplifying the way
the teacher can deliver these ideas to
the students. (Great! Will you also be
involved with training the teachers?) For
a day yes, due to my work commitments
I won’t be able to do more than that.
(Understandable!) And after the study
has been completed and all of the data
has been gathered, will you be involved
with data analysis? Yes, I’ll be involved.
What do you enjoy most about your
work as a Research Assistant?
Discovering new things and widening my
knowledge! Explaining things to others
isn’t always an easy task. For example
(points to an object) do you know what

the name of this is? (A resistor). Yes. Do
you know what the name of this is? (A
motor). Yes. I’ll select something else!
Do you know what the name of this
is? (A diode?) No. I was thinking about
the teachers also – what to do if they
don’t know what something is? So I
teach them how to use google lenses to
identify objects! It’s a free app. We also
aim to teach them to be independent
searchers! My other role is to provide
them with the resources they need for
the Makerspace.
What have you found most
challenging about your work as a
Research Assistant?
Time management. We have to figure
out how things work and we have to
dedicate time to this. We ordered a
printer and it came with no instructional
guide! So myself and Dr. Ieda has to
figure it out. We had to call the company,
asking them procedures, how to install
updates, it wasn’t straightforward. I had
to do online tutorials, that was new to
me.
Do you have any advice for students
thinking of becoming a Research
Assistant?
Yes, enjoy it! Go ahead, it’s a once in
a lifetime chance so take it, enjoy your
research!
Thank-you!

THE LIFE OF AN
EDUCATIONAL
RESEARCHER
We interviewed Dr. David Litz,
Divisional Head of the Assessment
and School Evaluation Division, to
find out about his life journey as an
Educational Researcher.
Can you please tell us what led to you becoming an
educational researcher?
It’s an interesting question. I actually sort of fell into it, you could
say, it wasn’t really intended. As an undergraduate student
I had done a little bit of research. I’d studied history, I was
good at memorizing things, so I also did a minor in biology,
two very diverse areas. Then I did a Masters in Environmental
Science, and first started to do some ‘real’ research at that
point, I did an expansive environmental history of Mexico City,
looking at the problems from a historical perspective. That
was interesting. I had funding and I went to Mexico for a little
while and I got to work with people at the University of Mexico,
Mexico City. So that was my first experience of real research,
which was very interesting for me as a young person. When
I finished that degree, I was still young and I wanted to see
the world, so I ended up going to Asia – South Korea. I was
teaching English. I just thought - I’ll teach English, travel round
Asia, and while I was there I ended up doing another Masters,
this time in TESOL, basically teaching English as a Foreign
Language. I did that through the University of Birmingham in
the UK, and went there for some residential courses. I would
say real educational research for me started then; pedagogy,
language teaching, linguistics, things of that nature. Even my
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thesis looked at the process that we go through institutionally
when we choose course books and materials, in-house versus
mass produced, and some of the managerial ramifications
of that. I continued teaching in Canada, did my teaching
degree, became a licensed teacher and taught there for a
while. Then I got the travel bug again and came to the UAE! I
was teaching English in several contexts here, and while I was
working at UAE University I decided to do a doctorate in the
leadership direction. I guess from that point on, I’ve still had my
fingers in several different pies, I still do a little work in English
teaching, but a lot of my work is in educational leadership and
management, things of that nature. Definitely a journey!
Tell us about your current areas of research interest
I’m the type of person that is generally curious by nature. I’m
interested in anything that makes learning better, schools
more successful or effective ... like what is it that particular
schools do that are unique in terms of providing better learning
experiences for the students, these types of things. My interest
areas are pretty wide ranging, and a lot of them stem back to
my doctorate, such as the applicability of western leadership
models in non-western contexts such as the UAE. A lot of
these leadership models that are prevalent in the literature
are very ‘western’ philosophical concepts, full of democracy,
participatory approaches to leadership, and some of these
kinds of things don’t transfer to contexts such as here, which
are very power-distance and hierarchically focused. I’ve done
a lot of work on this, and looked at contextualized approaches
to leadership, different models, what works based on the
context whether it’s the national culture, the institution itself,
the level that you’re working with whether K-12 or higher
education, these kinds of things. I’ve also done work on the

school evaluation process, the Irtiqa they’ve been using in
Abu Dhabi. In recent years I started to get interested in social
justice, education for marginalized groups, I’ve been part of a
research team looking at issues of education for incarcerated
juvenile offenders here in the UAE, which are a purposefully
marginalized group. That’s probably one of the most fascinating
research topics I’ve been involved in, it’s eye-opening and
heart-wrenching too. I’m also looking at leadership in higher
education.
What do you find most enjoyable about your research
work?
I think probably like a lot of researchers, just learning and
discovering new things. I think for anyone who is involved in
research in this field, you have to be curious by nature and to
have that feeling of discovery and finding new things. I think
ever since I was a kid I’ve always been a bit curious, which got
me into trouble when I was little, asking questions I shouldn’t
have! But that’s definitely part of my character and probably
makes up parts of most researchers’ characters … that belief
in learning and discovering, finding new knowledge. That’s very
exciting to me. As a researcher you hope that you’ll discover
and find new things, but also the way that you interpret
findings, that, in turn, can bring about positive change, and
that’s kind of one of the things that keeps me going, that hope.
I’ve conducted some decent research in that the findings and
recommendations could go on to influence policies and things
like that, going forward.
Under what circumstances do you do your best research
writing?
Good question! Ever since I first started having to write papers,
in university as an undergrad, I realized that I really have to
focus to do my best work. I have to be left alone in my space.
I’ve always had to find that wherever I’ve been living, set up a
quiet space somewhere in my home where I can go for a little
while, be left alone, not to be disturbed, have that time to think
and undertake that writing process. I put on some classical
music, that helps actually. I have an office now, at home, with
my computer. I typically do most of my writing at the weekends,
there’s a nice Persian carpet there, my stereo, and often
my dogs and cat, they keep me company. Now and again I
bounce ideas off them! And my big cup of coffee.
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What do you think are the most challenging aspects of
being a researcher?
I think the administerial … bureaucratic side of things.
Beginning from the planning phases … what do we want to
research broadly? That’s sort of the easy part, then narrowing
it down into this more refined question that hasn’t been
examined in this context, or even beyond. That bureaucratic
side of things, developing proposals, seeking the necessary
approvals, ethics, going through various government channels,
sometimes that can be time consuming and challenging.
Gathering data in this context is challenging, when you’re
dealing with educational data – getting out to schools, getting
people to talk to you, ensuring you have an official approval
letter – usually that will work out, but I do find it difficult to
convince people, especially when it’s qualitative data, people
are fearful of sharing. I guess it’s the potential ramifications.
These are distinct challenges. And just finding the time amongst
all of your other responsibilities! It’s very difficult. So many things
to balance.
What tips or advice would you give to new researchers?
What I often tell my graduate students, for example, is to be
practical – passionate but practical. It’s good to find something
that you’re interested in, that you want to learn more about.
At the same time, you need to be practical. What can you
research, and what can’t you research? There are some
areas, and certain topics, which would be difficult to research.
Sometimes you have to be quite strategic in the topics you
choose and the research you do. You also have to think about
your own skill set, and the best method to collect your data. I
tell them not to get so hung up on theoretical frameworks, but
think about the practicalities within a limited time to carry out
one’s research. It’s important to remember that if you’re doing
your doctorate, you know an awful lot about a very small slice,
and you don’t have to be an expert in everything, and that’s
okay. You don’t have to know everything! You have to come
to terms with your own research agenda, a focus that you are
centered in.
Thank-you so much for taking part in this interview!

the CLM program and at three-month intervals thereafter for the
first year of intervention.

RESEARCH
PROJECT
FOCUS

The following data collection tools will be used to address
the three research questions:
RQ1: Will children with ASD acquire skills across
behavioral repertoires after completing CLM
intervention?
>
>
>

Dr. Michelle and Dr. Clodagh are currently working on a
research project entitled, “Examining the Efficacy of an
ABA-Based Intervention for Children with Autism in the
United Arab Emirates”.
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a lifelong developmental
disorder characterized by impaired communication and social
interaction skills and a lack of flexibility in interests and behaviors
(American Psychiatric Association, 2013). Approximately 1 in
every 59 children has been diagnosed with ASD (Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 2019). Despite the fact that
ASD is on the rise, there is a paucity of literature examining ASD
and its treatment in the Middle East and, specifically, the Gulf
Cooperation Council (Kelly et al., 2016).
Many studies show that interventions based on Applied
Behavior Analysis (ABA) are effective in increasing behaviors,
teaching new skills and reducing problem behavior (National
Autism Center, 2009, 2015). The Competent Learner Model
(CLM) is an ABA-based, multi-component package, that
addresses the individual learning needs of learners who have
difficulty in participating in typical learning environments. The
purpose of the current longitudinal study is to investigate the
efficacy of the CLM for children with ASD in the UAE.
The research questions are as follows:
i. Will children with ASD acquire skills across multiple
behavioral repertoires following CLM intervention?
ii. Will ratings of ASD core symptoms decrease in severity
following CLM intervention?
iii. Will the CLM be deemed a socially valid intervention by
the children’s parents?
Participants include an opportunistic sample of 6 children with
ASD (aged 18- 72 months) from a CLM center in Abu Dhabi. A
battery of standardized tests will be administered on intake to
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>
>
>

To assess verbal behavior: The Verbal Behavior Milestones
Assessment and Placement Program (VB-MAPP;
Sundberg, 2008).
To assess mental age equivalent: Peabody Picture
Vocabulary Test, Fourth Edition (PPVT™-4; Dunn & Dunn,
2007)
To assess non-verbal IQ: Leiter-Revised (Leiter-R; Roid &
Miller, 1997)
To assess functional skills: CLM placement test and
monthly assessments.
To assess social communication: Social Communication
Questionnaire (SCQ;Rutter, Bailey, & Lord, 2003)
The following tools will be administered pre-, mid- and
post- intervention at 0, 3, 6, 9 and 12 months: PPVT, VBMAPP, & SCQ.

RQ2: Will ratings of ASD core symptoms decrease in
severity following CLM intervention?
>
>
>
>

Childhood Autism Rating Scale™, Second Edition
(CARS™-2; Schopler & Bourgondien, 2010)
To assess repetitive behaviors: Repetitive Behavior ScaleRevised (RBS-R; Bodfish, Symons & Lewis, 1999).
To assess sensory profile: Short Sensory Profile (Dunn,
1999)
The following tools will be administered pre-, mid- and
post- intervention at 0, 3, 6, 9 and 12 months: RBS-R,
Short Sensory Profile.

RQ3: Will the CLM be deemed a socially valid
intervention by mothers?
>
>

Social validity questionnaire: modified version of the
questionnaire used by Baruni, Rapp, Lipe, and Novotny
(2014).
Administered post-intervention.

This research will investigate the efficacy of the CLM program
with children with ASD. If positive outcomes are obtained,
this will inform parents, teachers, practitioners and other
stakeholders, both nationally and internationally, to consider the
inclusion of this CLM program, or aspects of this program, into
their daily intervention plans to improve outcomes for children
of determination. It may also provide a foundation for a larger
scale between-groups study.

REMINDERS
FROM THE
RESEARCH
OFFICE
Funding for Journal Fees – Open Access
If you have received, or are about to receive, an official
acceptance from a high quality journal (e.g. Q1 or Q2 ranking
in SJR database or equivalent) where open access options
are available, please send an email outlining the details to
research@ecae.ac.ae.
Research Conferences
Faculty are encouraged to apply to present their research at
high quality, national and international conferences in areas
directly applicable to their areas of interest and expertise.
Maximum allowable conference expenditure per faculty is
15,000 AED, starting from the calendar year Jan 1st 2020.
Conferences provide fantastic opportunities to share work, gain
feedback, and networking / possible collaboration opportunities
too. We also greatly benefit from you sharing your presentation
with your ECAE community upon your return. The conference
application form is available on the portal (research forms),
so please start researching good conferences to send your
abstracts to! Best of Luck!
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FALL/ WINTER NEWSLETTER
Please share any research news: publications,
exciting findings, study approvals etc. with the
Research Office for inclusion in our next Newsletters!
research@ecae.ac.ae

