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Welcome to the second Newsletter of 2021. At ECAE we are excited about research and research impact. Every day 
we explore new ideas, conduct research, and deliver excellence in education through partnerships with schools and 
community groups and agencies that have local and international impact. I hope you will enjoy the latest news, articles, 
achievements, and inspirational commentaries from across the College. 
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RESEARCH 
PUBLICATIONS

Congratulations to the following researchers 
for their recent 2021 publications:

Dr Clodagh Murray 

Grindle, C., Murray, C.M., Hastings, R., 
Bailey, T., Forster, H., Taj, S., Paris, A., 
Lovell, M., Jackson Brown, F. Hughes, C.J. 
(in press).  Headsprout® Early Reading for 
children with severe intellectual disabilities: 
A single blind randomized controlled trial. 
Journal of Research in Special Educational 
Needs.

Research evaluating phonics reading 
programs for children with severe intellectual 
and developmental disabilities (IDD) is limited. 
The current study investigated whether using 
an online reading program (Headsprout® 
Early Reading; HER) as supplementary 
reading instruction for children with a severe 
IDD leads to improvements in reading skills 
as compared to children not receiving this 
additional instruction. Fifty-five children from a 
special school were randomly allocated into 
the HER group or a waiting list control group. 
For six months, children in the intervention 
group received HER as supplementary 
instruction, whereas children in the control 
group received only “reading as usual” 
teaching. Pre-and post-intervention tests 
on standardized reading measures were 
conducted. Analysis of data from outcome 
measures indicated that the HER group 
made improvements at post-intervention 
in comparison to the control group. These 
results support the case for a larger research 
trial of HER for children with severe IDD.

Dr Abdulla Al Darayseh  
(Senior Trainer, Learning and Development 
Division) 

Al Darayseh, A. (2021). Digital learning 
strategies. 

https://www.neelwafurat.com/itempage.aspx?id=lbb350744-
345003&search=books
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Dr Tasneem Amatullah 

Abu-Shawish, R., Romanowski, M. H., & 
Amatullah, T. (2021). Policy borrowing and 
developing human knowledge economies 
in GCC countries: A critique from Human 
Capital Theory perspective. Asia Pacific 
Education Review, 22(1), 77-88. 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12564-020-09661-x

This article examines how HCT is embedded 
in the development of knowledge economies 
and reforms in many GCC countries and 
identifies the possible differences between 
western understandings of Human Capital 
Development (HCD) and GCC nations. 
In particular, the article addresses cultural 
preservation, specifically identity and 
language, against the backdrop of HCD in 
the GCC nations. Discussion centers on HCD 
from a local perspective raising concerns 
about HCT as a guiding educational theory 
in the GCC. This is followed by several 
suggestions for policymakers to consider 
when developing an education system that 
includes the skills deemed necessary for 
economic development while simultaneously 
preserving national identity and the Arabic 
language.

Dr. Yahia Al Ramamneh

Al Janadbah, A., Al Marashdah, T., & Al 
Ramamneh, Y. (2021). The Linguistics 
Competence of students’ in higher education 
considering University learning outcomes: A 
Zayed University case study.

To construct solid base for society 
development and to increase interaction 
between the learner and society, we need 
to know the linguistic competence level of 
higher education students and to measure 
their level of mastery. Thus, developing 
university learning outcomes, enriching 
linguistic competencies, nurturing linguistic 
performance, and expanding learners’ 

linguistic abilities are important. This study 
aims to determine the mastery level of 
linguistic competence of students at Zayed 
University considering the learning outcomes 
established at the university. In addition, this 
study answers two core questions, first: 
What are the learning outcomes that learners 
must achieve? Second: What is the reality of 
the linguistic competence of these learners 
considering the results?

Four questionnaires were designed to answer 
mentioned questions, two questionnaires for 
students and two for coordinators. Results 
are based on quantitative and qualitative 
approaches; the results have demonstrated 
clear convergence in achieving the standards 
of linguistic competence among higher 
education students. In order to raise linguistic 
competence of learners, recommendations 
are to consider the students’ needs and to 
increase academic assignments in all the 
Arabic courses offered by the university.
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ECAE RESEARCH 
FORUM 

March 2021 Presentations

International experts, Lucimara Fornari (University of São Paulo 
– Brazil) and Michael White (Universidad Peruana Unión – Peru) 
presented led the workshop which focused on webQDA 
software as a potential tool to support Literature Review and 
showcase an example of LR with the use of this software. 
webQDA is a qualitative data analysis software available on the 
web, that enables collaborative work between researchers. 
webQDA allows the import of metadata from bibliographic 
reference managers or databases. In addition, it enables the 
construction of the syntheses through the classification and 
categorization of the information described and interpreted 
by the researchers. This Demo Session brought participants 
closer to the development of Literature Review through a digital 
tool for qualitative analysis, demonstrating the advantages 
and importance of using software to optimize this process 
and, therefore, reach better results. The Demo Session was 
divided into four moments: presentation, theoretical exposition, 
practical activity and application in other contexts and 
discussion. The theoretical exposition provided an introduction 
on Literature Review and digital tools for qualitative analysis. 
The practical activity demonstrated a case study on the 
development of Literature Review with the support of webQDA. 
During the discussion moment, participants were invited to 
elaborate questions and comments on the importance of 
the topic to the field of qualitative research. At the end of the 
presentation, participants were expected to use webQDA to 
prepare their literature reviews.Lucimara Fornari Michael White 

ECAE hosted a Demo Session on Literature Review with webQDA: better organization, faster 
process, stellar results on 20th May 2021 at their research forum.
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Dr. Claudine Habak, a cognitive neuroscientist and 
psychophysicist at ECAE presented on the topic “Schools 
of the Future” Report for RCEP-UNESCO” at the 3rd ECAE 
research forum. In her presentation, she argued that societal 
engagement and innovation are key to individual and 
community well-being. Schools of the future can promote 
societal integration, equity, and inclusive access to education 
by developing the growth of individuals through lifelong learning 
for all, which allows for engagement in the humanity of our 
communities. Technological skills and adaptability along with 
the ability to critically evaluate information are key to developing 
community-aware individuals. Schools of the future will offer 
individualized learning experiences with a flexible menu of 
choices and geography-free placements, thanks to community-
partnerships and the power of artificial intelligence and big data.

Dr. Fatimah F. Rashad, an innovative educator and 
researcher with wide-ranging experience in teaching, research, 
and working with diverse populations in the USA, Colombia, 
South Korea and the UAE at ECAE presented a research 
workshop entitled, “Finding Time to Read: Following Dr. Raul 
Pacheco-Vega’s Reading Strategies” at the 3rd ECAE research 
forum. The presentation detailed effective and structured 
strategies that researchers can utilized to review and synthesize 
information from multiple sources to support their research 
activities.
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June 2021 presentations

Dr. Martina Dickson and two ECAE students Miss Amina 
Maliki and Miss Masada Alharthi presented on the topic: 
Female STEM Leaders in the GCC: What factors lie behind 
their rise to success?

Explanations of gender inequity in STEM fields, particularly in 
leadership, have been the subject of much global research, 
resulting in various analogies such as the ‘leaky pipeline’, the 
‘vanish box’, and the ‘glass ceiling’. Less research exists into 
female leadership in STEM fields in the Middle East region, 
and particularly in the GCC. GCC citizens are central to the 
development of their countries’ knowledge economies through 
STEM expertise, and national governments in the GCC have 
proactively supported females in the workplace in both policy 
and practice. This research study charts the narrative journeys 
of fifteen female STEM leaders from Gulf countries, who 
have navigated their way to success. We explore the support 
systems, policies, practices and other factors which have 
contributed to their successes. We also draw on the women’s 
experiences and advice to other women embarking upon 
STEM careers, and who wish to pursue leadership roles in 
STEM fields.

Dr. Farah El Zein; Dr. Ieda Santos, Dr. Sarah Mead 
Jasperse all faculty members at ECAE presented on the topic: 
Effective Pedagogic Strategies for Online and Hybrid Teaching 
and Learning: Findings from Abu Dhabi Schools.

The COVID-19 global pandemic caused all educational 
institutions to suddenly shut down their campuses and move to 
distance learning. The sudden shift in the mode of instructional 
delivery resulted in a noteworthy gap in teacher professional 
training for effective pedagogic strategies in online and hybrid 
contexts. To this date, there is very little established research 
evidence concerning the effectiveness of online education in 
primary and secondary education (Adnan & Anwar, 2020). 
Most of the research conducted on the topic of online learning 
has been conducted in higher education contexts. From 
here, there is an emerging need for scientific effort to identify 
effective online pedagogic practices that can maximize K-12 
student engagement and learning outcomes during distance 
learning experiences. Therefore, a commitment that needs 
to be increasingly adopted by universities and Colleges of 
Education is to work with schools in partnership to develop 
understandings and practices that support professional growth 
in effective online and hybrid learning and teaching. The present 
study focuses on providing informed recommendations for 
effective pedagogic practices in online and hybrid teaching and 
learning contexts. Focus group sessions and semi-structured 
interviews with teachers, students, and school leaders will 
be conducted in effort to understand the thinking, values 
and expertise of teachers, students, and school leaders that 
underpin their successful practice in different online and hybrid 
contexts. Lesson observations, student engagement behavior 
recording, and teacher-researcher reflective conferences will 
be carried out to identify observable practices and patterns of 
interactions that successfully support learning and engagement 
of teachers and students in online and hybrid contexts. Data 
will also be analyzed to identify the challenges teachers and 
students are facing with online and hybrid teaching and 
learning. Areas for potential intervention to maximize student 
engagement and learning outcomes will be identified in light 
of the collective data obtained (e.g., focus groups, interviews, 
lesson observations, reflective teacher conferences).
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CONFERENCE 
PRESENTATIONS

Dr. Sarah Mead Jasperse, BCBA-D 
with international colleagues Dr. Jennifer 
N. Haddock of University of Kansas, 
USA and Dr. Christine Warner of Gersh 
Academy Cougar Mountain, USA 
will present in a symposium entitled, 
“Recent Advances and Considerations 
in Functional Analysis Methodology”. Dr. 
Sarah will detail a study she conducted 

to evaluate the reliability and validity of a rating scale designed 
to be used when conducting functional analyses of aggression.

Abstract:  
Functional analysis (FA) methodology is accepted widely 
as the gold standard of behavioral assessment. The 
original procedures contained multiple test conditions for 
a specific problem behavior (self-injurious behavior) likely 
to be maintained by a variety of sources of reinforcement. 
As such, they might not offer the most efficient method 
for the assessment of aggression, which generally has 
been found to be maintained by social contingencies. 
The same can be said for approximations to a functional 
analysis, such as structured rating scales. The purpose 
of this research was to develop a rating scale specific 
to the functions of aggression and to compare its use, 
followed by a single-function test, to a typical FA during 
the assessment of aggression exhibited by children and 
adults with autism spectrum disorder or related intellectual 
disabilities. Results suggested that, in some cases, 
the screening procedure may offer an abbreviated yet 
accurate approach to the assessment of aggression.  

Congratulations to the following for their conference presentations:

Alaa A. Alameri, an ECAE Educational 
Neuroscience PhD-student together with 
Professor Mohamed L Seghier, Profesor 
Mohamed A Fahim, Dr Oury Monchi 
and Dr Claudine Habak presented at 
the European Neuroscience Conference 
by Doctoral Students (ENCODS) – 
2021, The presentation, which was 
entitled “Mind Wandering During 

Perceptual Decision-Making using neuroimaging: Educational 
Implications,” won “Best Talk” for her session. The conference 
was organized by the Federation of European Neuroscience 
Societies (FENS) (June 4th-6th, 2021).

Abstract: 
Introduction. Student minds wander: mind wandering can 
lead to decreased attention to a task, but its underlying 
brain systems are also involved in creativity and problem-
solving. Understanding how to optimize the possible 
benefits of mind-wandering would be useful to educational 
practice. Previous work in fMRI has shown that mind 
wandering involves a dynamic interplay between the 
default-mode network (DMN) and other brain networks, 
and DMN activity is modulated when engaged in tasks. 
Simple tasks may vary in difficulty, and here, we address 
how DMN activity is influenced by low-level visual 
representations during decision making.

Methods: 20 healthy adults participated in a perceptual 
decision-making task using fMRI. Participants indicated which 
of two Gabor patches contained the pattern with the higher 
spatial frequency (finer pattern). The task varied along two 
dimensions: 1) difficulty, where the difference in discriminability 
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between the two patches ranged across four levels from difficult 
to easy, and 2) complexity, where both patches were oriented in 
the same way (simpler) or were oriented orthogonally (complex).

Results and Discussion: Modulation by task difficulty was 
strongest in the right inferior parietal lobule, and task difficulty 
influenced the modulation. Findings indicate that the way 
in which perceptual information is presented can interact 
with the ease of making choices. This has implications for 
educational settings where perceptual information is used for 
communication.

Dr Tasneem Amatullah, Dr. Louise 
Michelle Vital, and Dr. Mahauganee 
Shaw Bonds presented a paper entitled 
“Teaching about and amidst disaster: 
COVID-19 lessons and implications”  
at the Association of American Colleges 
& Universities (AAC&U) Virtual Annual 
meeting on January 21, 2021 under  
the theme: Revolutionizing Higher 

Education after COVID-19. 

Dr. Qasim Alshannag, an associate 
professor of science education in ECAE 
chaired two sessions in the American 
Educational Research Association 
(AERA) 2021 Virtual Annual Meeting that 
was held between (8-12 April 2021) and 
more than 12,000 educators from all 
over the world attended the conference. 
Below are the chaired sessions by Dr. 

Alshannag and papers presented within each session. For 
more information, you can visit this link:  
https://www.aera.net/Events-Meetings/2021-Annual-Meeting 

Childhood Contexts in Environmental Education  
(Roundtable Session)

Bird, Erin. (April 2021). Unpacking youth environmental decision 
making for on-campus bird conservation. AERA 2021 Virtual 
Annual Meeting.  

Bertling, Joy G. & Moore, Tara C. (April, 20201). A portrait of 
environmental integration in U.S. K–12 Art Education. AERA 
2021 Virtual Annual Meeting.  

Considering Classroom Assessment in K–12 Math and 
Science Classes: Three Perspectives  
(Paper Session)

Koh, Kim H., Chapman, Olive & Liu, Shimeng (April 2021). 
Designing authentic assessments to promote girls’ self-efficacy 
and interest in STEM subjects and careers. AERA 2021 Virtual 
Annual Meeting.  

McMillan, James H., Cabrera, Lauren, Ross, Erica, Broda, 
Michael & Moore, Stephanie. (April 2021). Development and 
validation of the student perceptions of assessment student 
self-report survey AERA 2021 Virtual Annual Meeting.  

Furtak, Erin M. & Deverel-Rico, Clarissa. (April 2021). Two 
paradigms for formative assessment and their consequences 
for opportunity to participate in science learning. AERA 2021 
Virtual Annual Meeting. 
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STUDENT 
SYMPOSIUM

Three MEd in ABA students will 
present the results from their recently 
completed Research Theses from course 
EDUABA11 in a symposium, chaired 
and discussed by Dr. Clodagh Murray, 
BCBA-D, entitled, “Teaching Skills to 
Neurotypical Learners in the United 
Arab Emirates: Behavioral Skills Training, 
Video Self-Monitoring and Precision 
Teaching”. The focus of the symposium 
is on using behavioral teaching strategies 
to enhance the efficacy and efficiency 
of skill acquisition for neurotypical 
learners across the life span. The three 
presenters have recently completed 
the Verified Course Sequence at ECAE 
and are ready to graduate as the first 
cohort of behavior analysts trained in 
the UAE. Thus, their research is of great 
importance for the development of 
the science in their country and in the 
wider region. The three papers will be 
followed by a Discussant who will provide 
context to the three papers and outline 
the importance of applied, culturally-
responsive research with high ecological 
validity in countries where the science of 
behavior analysis is being established.

Presentation 1: 

Using Video Self-Monitoring to Teach the 
Implementation of ABA: A Literature Review

Presenters: Amina Ihsan Maliki & Dr. Clodagh Murray

Video self-monitoring (VSM) is an evidence-based, cost-
effective, and time-efficient strategy for the acquisition of skills 
and enhancement of procedural integrity (Tenowich et al., 
2014).  In VSM, an individual records themselves performing 
a task, then reviews the recording and evaluates their own 
behavior in order to improve their performance.  It is an 
intervention which can be used on its own, or in combination 
with other training methods (Nudi-Muldoon, 2019).  This paper 
will provide an overview of the literature pertaining to VSM, with 
a focus on its use in teaching behavioral strategies such as 
discrete trial teaching (DTT) and the implementation of behavior 
support plans. With an increasing amount of training and 
support being offered via telehealth in the current climate, VSM 
may offer an effective solution to training staff and parents in the 
use of behavioral strategies. 
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Presentation 2: 

Using Behavioral Skills Training and 
Video Modeling to Teach Car Safety 
Skills to Three Typically Developing 
Children

Presenters: Alyazia Ali Essa Ahmed 
AlHammadi & Dr. Farah El Zein

The purpose of this study was to 
investigate the effectiveness of combining 
Behavioral Skills Training (BST) with Video 
Modeling (VM) to teach three typically 
developing children an important safety 
skill (i.e., how to respond when trapped 
in a car). Previous research has shown 
that BST is an effective intervention to 
teach children complex skills (Parsons 
et al., 2012). Similarly, VM is another 
behavior analytic strategy that has been 
repeatedly investigated by researchers 
and found to be effective in teaching new 
skills (Ganz et al., 2011). Nevertheless, 
none of the mentioned interventions have 
been investigated for teaching car safety 
skills to children. In the present study, 
BST was combined with VM to teach 
three typically developing children how 
to respond when stuck in a closed car. 
A multiple baseline across participants 
design was employed to evaluate the 
effects of the intervention. Results 
from this study indicated that all three 
participants demonstrated successful 
acquisition of the car safety skill. Results 
from the social validity measure showed 
that parents of the three participants 
were highly satisfied with the acceptability 
and usefulness of the BST and VM 
intervention.

Presentation 3: 

 Increasing Math Facts Fluency of 
Children in the UAE using SAFMEDS

Presenters: Maryam Khamis Alsaadi & 
Dr. Clodagh Murray

This paper outlines an investigation into 
the use of SAFMEDS (Say All Fast Minute 
Every Day Shuffled) to teach math facts 
(addition and multiplication tables) to 
children aged between 7 and 9 years old. 
The intervention was overseen remotely 
by the researcher and supported by 
parents in the home. Following baseline 
data collection and the identification of 
fluency aims, participants were asked 
to complete three 1-minute timings five 
times per week and to send the data 
to the researcher who charted the data 
on Standard Celeration Charts using 
Precision X software. Reinforcers in 
the form of personalized stickers were 
delivered by the parents after each set of 
three timings, with a bonus “Goal” sticker 
for each time they reached a fluency aim. 
All three participants demonstrated rapid 
increases in math fact fluency. Procedural 
implications of conducting such research 
online will be discussed along with 
data from daily sessions and probes 
for stability, endurance, application and 
generativity.
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RESEARCH 
COLLABORATIONS 
AND PARTNERHIPS 

School Policy and Practice 
Change 

Since September 2020 three ECAE 
teams have been working with three 
teams at BSAK to carry out three related 
research and development studies into 
effective online and hybrid pedagogies 
in classrooms. The purpose of all three 
studies is to inform development of policy 
and practice related to hybrid and online 
pedagogies at BSAK.

One team consisting of Dr Joseph 
and Dr Cara and BSAK colleagues 
developed a literature review to find out 
what is known worldwide about effective 
hybrid and online pedagogies as a basis 
for policy and practice evaluation and 
development at BSAK and this work is 
summarized below.

The other two teams from ECAE are 
working with BSAK colleagues in the 
conduct of classroom-based research 
and development into effective hybrid 
and online pedagogic strategies (Dr 
Farah, Dr Ieda and Dr Sarah) and on 
leading the promotion and embedding 
of effective hybrid and online pedagogies 
(Dr Tasneem and Dr Mohamed).

Dr. Cara Williams and Dr. Joseph Seyram Agbenyega 

Early in October 2020, Cara and Joseph started a partnership 
project with BSAK involving a systematic literature review 
examining online and hybrid learning to identify best evidenced-
based practices and inform future school-based policy and 
practice innovations. Since schools collaborate for a multitude 
of reasons with varying degrees of success in terms of impact 
and sustainability, early in the design of the research project, 
Cara and Joseph sought out the views of the BSAK partners: 
Nigel Davis (Deputy Headteacher, Teaching & Learning and 
Curriculum); Mr Robert Wakeling (Secondary Digital Lead 
and Maths teacher); Mrs Eleanor Edgar (Deputy Headteacher 
Primary School);  Mrs Briony Emery (Learning Support 
Leader) and Mr Pete Jones (Digital Leader, Primary school). 
Joint sharing during the first meeting triggered questions, an 
articulation of problems and issues related to hybrid and online 
teaching during the Covid-19 pandemic, and led to imagining 
teaching possibilities and innovation for which showed the 
systematic literature review is needed. The initial discussion 
assisted in shaping the focus of the literature review to align 
with the best interests of the BSAK partners and improve the 
quality of research. 

Together, Cara, Joseph, and BSAK, developed research 
questions, methodology and the literature search criteria 
based on collective discussions. The collaborative approach 
enabled a purposeful and multidirectional change approach to 
the research process, aiming to support BSAK to develop a 
specific policy base on research recommendations into practice 
that can help transform online and hybrid teaching at all levels.

Periodic meetings were implemented to discuss the progress of 
the research from time to time. Building relational trust was one 
of the things that helped the research project move forward. 



12

The learning environment encouraged BSAK partners to fell 
at ease, express opinions, and collaborate at every stage of 
the research project. Researchers need to create a climate 
of respect and trust that allows for expression when working 
in a partnership. The ongoing partnership work is supported 
by sensitivity to the context in which BSAK works, inclusive 
stakeholder engagement, clear communication about goals 
and expectations, and the development of well-defined and 
robust guidelines and processes for meetings and activities.

The first phase of the project has been completed and 
submitted with the findings and recommendations shared 
with BSAK. Implications that emerged from the study for 
consideration included:

 > Teachers need to implement pedagogical interventions 
that encourage peer sharing online.

 > The effectiveness of online/hybrid learning depends on 
high-quality teachers.

 > Teachers must pay special attention to increasing online 
peer comments and enhancing students’ perceptions 
of the values of peer review to increase the likelihood of 
online schoolwork. 

 > Teachers need to promote students’ positive perceptions 
of online platform and increase the likelihood of their 
perceiving the sharing affordance of the platform.

 > The sharing function of social media deserves to be 
capitalized on to benefit primary school students’ 
learning.

 > M-learning designers and practitioners should ensure 
that mobile technologies are used intentionally and 
selectively, with clearly defined learning objectives 
in mind.  M-learning and Self-Regulated Learning 
most effectively enhance learning when they were 
intentionally integrated into the curriculum and guided by 
informed, technologically adept educators who provide 
appropriate, ever-decreasing support and scaffolding as 
learners become more self-determined. 

 > When designing m-learning, educators should consider 
digital safety and privacy issues.

 > The sharing function of social media should be actively 
leveraged, as a starting point, to facilitate and enhance 
primary school students’ learning.

 > Teachers should create customized remediation and 
extension assignments to meet the needs of specific 
students by providing supplemental synchronous 
sessions for either one-to-one tutoring, whole class direct 
instruction, or both.

 > Educators should consciously scaffold students about 
digital safety. Networked environments can expand 
to compliment face-to-face teaching; teachers need 
a clear pedagogical purpose for the use of an online 
tool (LMS) Community of Inquiry is valuable; networked 
environments foster student reflection, inter-subjectivity, 
exploration, allows more opportunities for feedback 
through postings; careful planning is needed; need for 
more inclusive learning relationships in blended learning

BSAK is applying the study recommendations to write a 
school-based practice policy brief and create vignettes on 
key indicators of success and challenges based on the 
implemented recommendations. The vignettes will be used as 
data to develop research papers for publication.

To know more about this research, please contact Dr 
Agbenyega at: Joseph.Agbenyega@ecae.ac.ae
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Dr. Yahia Alramamneh (ECAE) is 
collaborating with Dr. Ahmad Al. 
Aljanadbah (Arabic department- Zayed 
University-Abu Dhabi) to research into 
the “Characteristics and Functions 
of the Arabic Language - Linguistic 
Misinformation Property “Media 
as a case study”. The abstract below 
provides details of the study.

Abstract 
As the perception of language as a 
media tool has contributed to the 
formation of opinions, the more 
persuasive the people of this language, 
the more widespread their ideas have 
contributed to the control of opinion. 
Even with the development of media, 
the perception of language as the most 
powerful and fastest tool in reaching 
the inevitable results has continued. 
As there is no longer what is going on 
randomly, and what is presented in the 
media is no longer a coincidence, and 
confirm several facts, we will discuss 
what the research topic identified in 
detail along with a lot of uses of the 
language for other purposes through 
various media. Attention will be paid to 
the reality of these acts by analyzing the 
most dangerous and the most powerful 
effect of them in order to reach the overall 
vision on the use of the language in 
media misinformation.

This study aims to reveal the mask of 
Linguistic deception in several respects, 
including:

 > First: the exploitation of the 
language, whether this exploitation 
in order to profit from the media as 
in the economic exploitation at the 
media level.

 > Second: Checking the position of 
the language in the media, which 
means a question arises, what 
does the language represent for 
the media?

To know more about this research, 
please contact the researchers at: Yahia.
alramamneh@cece.ac.ae and  
ahmad.Aljanadbah@zu.ac.ae.

Dr Tasneem Amatullah is collaboration 
with researchers at Hamad bin Khalifa 
University, Qatar Foundation. They 
obtained grant of USD 2.6M in the 12th 
cycle of the National Priorities Research 
Program – Clusters (NPRP-C) of QNRF 
(Qatar National Research Fund). The 
Cluster Project is entitled, SDG Education 
and Global Citizenship in Qatar: 
Enhancing Qatar’s Nested Power in the 
Global Arena. The Sub-project focuses 
on The SDGs in the QNV2030 and the 
status of SDGED policy in Qatar.
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BOOK 
REVIEWS

Prof. David Pedder 

Education, leadership and Islam: theories, discourses and 
practices from an Islamic perspective, by Saeeda Shah, 
London, Routledge, 2016, 242 pp., ISBN 978-0-415-83357-8

This book is a tour de force in terms of reach and depth. In 
it Dr Saeeda Shah has developed a sophisticated, scholarly 
and entirely original synthesis that ranges across the following 
themes: knowledge and education in Islam; the role of 
educational leaders from an Islamic perspective; gender and 
educational leadership in Islam and Muslim societies; the 
education of Muslims in multi-ethnic societies and Islamic faith 
schools. Through the themes of her chapters, Saeeda Shah 
emphasizes the significance of education and knowledge as a 
religious obligation for Muslims. She also draws attention to the 
complexity of multi-ethnic, multi-faith educational institutions 
in the UK and the leadership challenges presented, especially 
when the led are Muslims.

The book speaks articulately and intelligently to the need to 
enhance knowledge and understanding of diverse cultural 
and faith communities in emerging multi-cultural, multi-faith 
societies. Saeeda Shah argues this is significant for improving 
educational achievement for all and for maintaining societal 
stability and harmony as well as for ensuring social justice 
and equal opportunities. Her book is a powerful resource and 
reference point for supporting growth in understanding and 
respect for diversity against the creation of conflict, frustration 
and resentment. 

Shah’s book promotes mutual understanding and respect for 
peaceful, progressive and cohesive societies by developing the 
explicit knowledge base. This book introduces us to a number 
of Islamic terms and thus lays the foundations for informed 
reflection and dialogue. For example, tarbiyyah is related to 
an understanding of human growth and incorporates material 
and metaphysical elements. Saeeda explains tarbiyyah as a 
complex synthesis of moral, spiritual, intellectual, and social 
development, understood in relation to the primary aim of 
Islamic education towards tawhid or oneness with God both in 
this world and beyond death. Central to the notion of tarbiyyah 
is the human responsibility to seek after and draw closer 
to God. We not only acquire intellectual knowledge (ta’lim) 
through tarbiyyah; we actively participate in its development, 
and are thereby transformed morally, spiritually, intellectually, 
and socially. Ikhtilaf or disagreement in contexts of dialogue 
opens spaces for different voices by acknowledging the 
right of people to hold and express their points of view and 
interpretations. Going into the meanings and derivatives of the 
Islamic terms presented in the book reveals, as a core precept 
of the Islamic perspective, a commitment to diversity, pluralism 
and the creation of civil space for sharing commonalities and 
disagreements and opportunities to engage in deliberation.

Overlaps and connections with other discourses and discourse 
communities are possible when the common and distinctive 
meanings developed through their various terms of use are 
examined. Saeeda Shah’s book invites us into a consideration 
of such distinctive meanings of Islamic terms applied to 
educational settings and challenges. In this way her book 
encourages us to think afresh about the educational terms we 
use and the meanings we attach to them. Her book makes an 
important and profound contribution to the fields of education, 
educational leadership, and Islam.
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RESEARCH  
INTERVIEWS WITH  
DR. FARAH EL ZEIN, PH.D.

Dr Farah shared some inspirational stories on her 
research career and development. Please read the 
details below.

1. Can you please tell us what led to you becoming an 
educational researcher?

It all started with a 2nd grade special education teacher 
striving to improve reading comprehension performance of a 
group of students with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). 
None of the strategies in my “toolkit” seemed 
to work, and evidence-based practices that 
have been proven by research to improve 
reading comprehension in struggling 
readers without ASD failed me on 
multiple occasions. After thorough 
revision of existing literature, I learned 
that investigating the effectiveness 
of reading comprehension 
interventions that are specifically 
designed for students with ASD 
is an understudied topic in special 
education research. The gap in the 
literature strengthened my curiosity 
as a teacher researcher and 
pushed me to further develop my 
research skills. I joined the 
doctoral program, and 
my research journey 
began.

2. Please explain the focus of your research.

My research focuses on investigating interventions that aim 
to improve reading comprehension performance and reduce 
challenging behaviors in students with ASD in the inclusive 
classroom. Over the years, I worked with research colleagues 
to identify critical intervention components that are potentially 
beneficial in enhancing reading comprehension skills and 
reducing challenging behaviors simultaneously in students 

with ASD. The quantitative aspect of my research 
work focuses on designing and conducting 

experimental single subject research 
design studies, and the qualitative 
aspect focuses on understanding 
teachers’ and students’ views, 
attitudes, and understandings of 
intervention components. Findings 
from qualitative studies inform the 
design of an intervention, and are 
subsequently used to assess its 
success, acceptability, and feasibility. 
Another area of my research focuses 
on conducting research syntheses 
to identify evidence-based practices, 
highlight gaps in the literature, and 
raise further questions for future 
research to address.
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3. Would you please tell us a bit more about your current 
project?

I am currently involved in five different projects, two of which 
are research syntheses. One of the syntheses is on academic 
interventions for children with ASD using randomized control 
trials. This project is a collaboration with colleagues from 
Lebanon and USA. The second synthesis is a collaborative 
effort with a colleague from Saudi Arabia, and it aims to identify 
effective reading interventions for children with intellectual 
disabilities. The third project is a mixed-method study based on 
university-school partnerships with private and public schools 
in Abu Dhabi to identify effective online/hybrid pedagogic 
practices. The fourth project I am involved in is led by Dr. 
Michelle Kelly, and it aims to evaluate a program of professional 
development in Applied Behavior Analysis for public school 
teachers in Abu Dhabi. Finally, the fifth research project is a 
collaboration with a colleague from Saudi Arabia. The primary 
purpose of this mixed-method study is to explore self-efficacy 
of special educators in Saudi Arabia, their knowledge of 
evidence-based strategies to teach reading effectively, and the 
current practices they implement to promote reading outcomes 
of students with intellectual disabilities.

4. Looking at your career, you did many things already 
as an early career researcher. Was there someone who 
inspired you? Someone who mentored you? In which 
ways did your mentors support you?

I started my research work as a graduate student in the 
Master’s in Special Education program at Texas State 
University. My university supervisor invited me to join his 
research group. The group members were university professors 
and doctoral students from all over the world, and I was the 
only master’s level student. Dr. Russel Lang was my first 
research mentor who supported me throughout my early 
research work. He provided me with extensive training on how 
to systematically conduct a research synthesis. Later on, I was 
fortunate to work with my doctoral supervisors, Dr. Sharon 
Vaughn and Dr. Mark O’Reilly, who mentored me for a number 
of years during my early years as a researcher. My research 
work, to this day, is strongly influenced by what I have learned 
from their rich and diverse research experience.

5. Under what circumstances do you do your best 
research and writing?

Participating in research meetings plays a critical role 
in increasing my research and writing productivity. The 
enlightening intellectual conversations that go on in these 
meetings, the collective development of ideas, and the 
cooperative execution of research tasks have always motivated 
me to be more productive. Another aspect that I have been 
gaining more experience in is the ability to apply effective time 

management skills to successfully balance and maintain high 
productivity in the three major roles: teaching, research, and 
service. Allocating weekly time for research-related reading and 
writing is another effective practice that I have been following 
lately. Joining a writing club, which I recently had the pleasure of 
doing, is another practice I recommend for making writing tasks 
even more enjoyable and productive. 

6. What do you find most challenging about your current 
research activities?

For the most part, I am not facing any major challenges in my 
current research activities. The only thing that I can think of is 
that I am leading three research projects simultaneously, which 
may be slowing down the “visible” progress and potentially 
affecting my yearly publication rate. However, looking at the 
bigger picture, I am very satisfied with my recent and current 
research activities, especially that most of it is collaboration 
with colleagues from ECAE and external institutions. Even 
though collaborating with colleagues from countries with large 
time zone differences can be challenging, working through 
email and platforms such as MS Teams and Zoom has helped 
tremendously.  

7. What advice would you give to early career 
researchers?

My advice on this may sound rather unconventional. Try not 
to restrict yourself to one specific research approach. In other 
words, try to stay away from the quantitative and qualitative 
polarization in education research. Very early in my research 
career, I restricted my work to pure experimental studies, 
influenced by the assumption that the latter is considered the 
“gold standard” of research approaches. It did not take me long 
to realize that a research design is determined by what you 
want to find out rather than a predetermined epistemological 
position. When designing your research projects, remember 
that, in education research, some variables of interest may have 
both categorical/qualitative and numerical/quantitative features. 
Instead of dichotomizing education research into qualitative 
and quantitative, we need integrative approaches that provide 
the appropriate forms of knowledge most meaningful to 
stakeholders (e.g., educators, school leaders, students, 
parents, policy makers, etc.).
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ABA NEWS 
AND EVENTS

6th Annual Conference of the ABAA
The Association for Behaviour Analysis Australia (ABA Australia) 
is a professional organization that aims to assist in the 
development and advancement of the field of behavior analysis 
within Australia through research, education, and dissemination 
of information. ABA Australia’s 6th annual conference is 
being hosted virtually this year across July 2021 with both 
prerecorded and live presentations on the theme Behaviour 
Analysis in Australia Diverse and Relevant. 

INVITED SPEAKER 
Dr. Michelle Kelly, BCBA-D has been invited to speak at this 
event. Her presentation is entitled, “ABA in the Gulf: History, 
Successes, Challenges and Collaborative Dissemination”. 
This presentation will provide an overview of Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) in the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) in the Middle East, namely the Kingdom of Bahrain, the 
State of Kuwait, the Sultanate of Oman, the State of Qatar, 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). The aims of this presentation include: (i) introduce 
attendees to the history of ABA in this region; (ii) outline the 
successes across the domains of 
teaching, research and service, 
with a focus on advocating for the 
licensure of behavior analysis;  (iii) 
discuss the challenges faced as 
behavior analysts in the region; 
and (iv) describe collaborative 
dissemination efforts which 
may motivate those 
working in culturally 
diverse settings to 
become more effective 
ambassadors for the 
science of behavior.
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Educational and Career Pathways for 
Working with the Autism Community 
ECAE presents at NYU-Abu Dhabi

Contributed by:  
Amina Maliki, MEd in ABA student

As you are surely aware, April is 
celebrated internationally as World Autism 
Month, with April 2nd marking Annual 
Autism Awareness Day.  To support 
this important cause, ECAE faculty Dr 
Farah El Zein (Assistant Professor in the 

Counselling, Special Education and Neuroscience Division) and 
ECAE student Ms Amina Maliki (Master of Education in Applied 
Behavior Analysis), both participated as panelists in a webinar 
titled “Educational and Career Pathways for Working with the 
Autism Community”.  This event was hosted by New York 
University Abu Dhabi (NYUAD) in collaboration with the Applied 
& Behavioral Training Institute (ABTi) and Special Olympics 
UAE.  

The aim of the panel discussion was to provide an informative 
platform where individuals interested in pursuing a career in the 
Autism community could find instructive guidance.  Attendees 
included recent graduates wishing to enroll in courses related 
to Autism, professionals working in the field seeking advice on 
how to further their careers, as well as people with unrelated 
backgrounds but who hoped to obtain qualifications enabling 
them to enter or engage more with the Autism community.  Dr 
Farah presented on the range of potential career paths which 
work with individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders.  Amina 
discussed her educational path towards ABA and how it 
applies to her work in the field. 

In all, the event was informative, engaging and received positive 
feedback from panelists and attendees alike.  To access a full 
recording of the event, please follow this link. 
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ECAE’s 7th Annual Autism Day
On April 20th, 2021, Emirates College for Advanced Education 
hosted three online, student-led webinars for its 7th Annual 
Autism Day. During Session 1, an Arabic language event, 
ABA and SPED students, Maram Alraygi, Abdallah Hamed, 
Huda Alhammadi, Adel Wahdain, Ameera Salem Bawazeer 
and Mariam Aljahouri discussed “Autism Spectrum Disorder: 
Early Signs and Recommendations.” They focused on how 
to identify autism spectrum disorder and shared practical, 
research-based tips for teaching new skills and for addressing 
challenging behavior whilst awaiting diagnosis or consultation 
with a Board Certified Behavior Analyst. Our student presenters 
did an excellent job introducing ABA and informing their 
attendees that there are over 60 years of research supporting 
ABA-based interventions for autism. They also shared 
reliable, useful resources that helped guide their audience 
to established, evidence-based treatment. These resources 
were customized for the linguistic and cultural interests of the 
audience. Special thanks to Dr. Farah El Zein and Dr. Sarah 
Mead Jasperse, BCBA-D for coordinating this session and 
ensuring that the content presented had its foundations in the 
latest research findings. 

For Session 2, ABA student Amina Maliki moderated “ ‘What 
we wish professionals knew’: A Panel Discussion with Parents 
of Individuals with Autism.” This unique panel experience, 
supervised by Dr. Clodagh Murray, BCBA-D allowed the 
audience to have candid and productive conversations with 
parents in the UAE.  Then to conclude Autism Day, ABA 

The 47th Annual Convention of the 
Association for Behavior Analysis 
International (ABAI) 
It took place online from May 27-31, 2021. The ABAI annual 
convention is the largest gathering of behavior analysts in the 
world and has attendees from more than 50 countries. 

student Maryam Alsaadi moderated Session 3, “Effective 
Supervision for Autism Services: A Panel Discussion.” This 
panel, convened by Dr. Michelle Kelly, BCBA-D, featured 
experienced, expert supervisors from six premier ABA agencies 
in the UAE. 

To view other webinar recordings and to register for upcoming 
events, please see this link

The 48th Annual Convention of the 
Association for Behavior Analysis 
International (ABAI) 
The Convention is scheduled to take place in Boston from May 
26-30, 2022. The 11th International Conference of the ABAI is 
scheduled for September 1–3, 2022 in The Convention Centre 
in Dublin, Ireland. 

It took place online from May 27-31, 2021. The ABAI annual 
convention is the largest gathering of behavior analysts in the 
world and has attendees from more than 50 countries. 
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On May 29, Dr. Michelle Kelly, 
BCBA-D, Associate Professor in the 
Counseling, Special Education and 
Neuroscience division presented in 
the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
track on the topic, “An International 
Cultural Perspective on Interprofessional 
Collaboration”. Dr. Michelle discussed the 
initial establishment of interprofessional 
collaborations, ways to bridge cultures 
and create partnerships, challenges 
to collaboration from an international 
perspective, and the roles of cultural 
competencies and cultural humility in 
fostering effective collaborative and 
therapeutic relationships. She also made 
suggestions for how to effectively resolve 
conflicts to improve health and education 
outcomes for all clients and raised a call 
to action for the field of behavior analysis 
to develop education and training 
systems/programs that foster building 
culturally aware practices and cultural 
humility, and promote the dissemination 
of the science of behavior analysis across 
international borders.

On May 29, Dr. Sarah Mead Jasperse, 
BCBA-D,  Assistant Professor in the 
Counseling, Special Education and 
Neuroscience division, chaired a research 
symposium entitled, “Assessment and 
Treatment of Challenging Behavior.” This 
symposium included papers from two 
of the premier applied behavior analysis 
graduate programs in the United States 
as well as a paper resulting from a 
Master’s thesis supervised by Dr. Sarah, 
“An Evaluation of a Functional Analysis 
for Appropriate Behavior.” 

Paper Abstract: To some degree, 
standard function-based intervention 
model in behavioral assessment is 
based on the assumption that there is a 
skill deficit and the client should be the 
focus of the intervention. An alternative 
explanation exists that challenging 
behavior could be occurring because 
caregivers are not responding to 
appropriate requests. Three adolescent 
males diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorder and a history of engaging in 
challenging behavior participated. With 
each participant, a functional analysis (FA) 
was conducted, but consequences were 
delivered for the emission of appropriate 
requests as well as challenging behavior. 
For two participants, challenging 
behavior did not occur and appropriate 
requests occurred more in one of the 
test conditions relative to the others. 
For the third participant, appropriate 
requests rarely occurred and challenging 
behavior occurred more often in two 
of the test conditions relative to the 
others. The results tentatively suggest 
that FA methodology could be modified 
to assess the existence of appropriate 
requests in an individual’s repertoire prior 
to moving to the intervention phase, 
which could inform the selection of the 
most appropriate intervention target.

On May 30, Dr. Clodagh Murray, 
BCBA-D, Assistant Professor in the 
Counseling, Special Education and 
Neuroscience division, presented a paper 
entitled, “Student-Faculty Collaboration 
in Dissemination of Behavior Analysis in 
the United Arab Emirates”, as part of the 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion track in the 
symposium: “Bringing ABA to the World: 
Changes Across Cultures, Borders, and 
Disciplines”. 

Dr Clodagh’s paper described the 
establishment of the first graduate level 
Verified Course Sequence in ABA in the 
United Arab Emirates in August 2019, 
and the concomitant opportunities that 
arose for the UAE national students and 
expatriate faculty in terms of learning and 
collaboration. With the aim of building 
local capacity in the provision of ABA 
services and expanding the reach of 
behavior analysis beyond the field of ASD 
intervention in the country, the faculty 
and students have worked together in 
a range of interesting and rewarding 
ways. The paper discussed cultural 
competence as an ongoing collaborative 
effort. Together, they have navigated the 
world of behavior analysis by analyzing 
and questioning how the methods and 
guidelines “fit” with the populations the 
students serve now and into the future, 
for example in the selection of socially 
significant target behaviors, in discussing 
the prevalence of culturally-specific 
pseudoscientific interventions and in the 
critical evaluation of ethical codes. The 
paper described our achievements in the 
dissemination of the science of behavior 
analysis through community outreach 
and high-quality student-led projects, 
supported by faculty, with the aim of 
providing a model for those who work in 
culturally diverse settings. 
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The ABA Journal Club hosted their third event on March 
23rd, 2021 and was moderated by the first Emirati Board 
Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA), Sharifa Yateem. This 
session focused on the topic of ABA and COVID-19 by 
reviewing the article by Sivaraman et al. (2021) below and 
received very positive feedback. To view the recording of 
this session, please use the QR code provided. 

The ABA Journal Club will host their next event in June, in 
collaboration with ECAE’s Research Office and the Association 
for Behavior Analysis- United Arab Emirates (ABA-UAE). During 
Session 4, attendees will discuss: Rutherford, M., Baxter, J., 
Grayson, Z., Johnston, L., & O’Hare, A. (2020). Visual supports 
at home and in the community for individuals with autism 
spectrum disorders: A scoping review. Autism, 24 (2), 447–469. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1362361319871756

This session will be moderated by Ms. Asmahan Saleh Khalil, 
MSc, BCBA, a PhD student at Queen’s University Belfast, UK. 

To find out more, please contact Dr. Michelle Kelly, BCBA-D or 
to register for upcoming events, follow this link
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RESEARCH 
ETHICS

Brought to you by the Institutional Review Board/ Research Ethics Committee (IRB/REC), this page is dedicated 
to ethics in research and will feature in every issue of the Research and Development Newsletter. If you wish to 
contribute to this page in future issues, please email the committee at ethics@ecae.ac.ae .

Obtaining Assent When Conducting 
Human Subject Research
Contributed by:  
Shannon Ward, Ph.D., BCBA-D 
Clinical Director; The Mohammed bin 
Rashid Center of Special Education 
Operated by The New England Center  
for Children

When conducting human subject research, it is well understood 
that consent must be obtained prior to initiating research. 
However, it is perhaps less understood that assent is both 
important and necessary when conducting research with 
children or vulnerable populations. 

What is assent?  
Assent is defined as an agreement or “an act of agreeing to 
something…after thoughtful consideration” (Merriam Webster, 
n.d.). Whereas consent is provided by legal guardians of 
children and adolescents for permission for their child to 
participate in research, assent is provided by the child or 
individual themselves. It is asking the child, “Do you want to 
participate in this research project?”. Or asking an individual 
who cannot speak, “Do you want to be doing this?” 

Why do we need it?  
Obtaining assent is an ethical obligation. It is required by most 
Institutional Review Boards and by the Abu Dhabi Department 
of Health (DOH Standard on Human Subject Research, 2020). 
The DOH requires assent for children under the age of 18 and 
for participants who are unable to provide consent. 

Recommendations for obtaining assent from vulnerable 
populations:

1. Have the individual sign an assent form, if they are able. 
Assent forms can be written in easy to understand 
language and supplemented with pictures and images. 
As with consent forms, assent forms should be written in 
the participant’s primary language and then adapted as 
needed. In cases in which the individual can read and write, 
have them sign their name.

2. Have the individual provide verbal assent. Explain the 
research project to the individual: show the individual the 
research activity, model what participation would look like. 
Ask the individual if they would like to participate after clearly 
demonstrating what their participation would entail. And do 
this before every research session. 

3. Listen (and look) closely for non-verbal assent. For 
individuals who cannot communicate by answering yes or 
no, allow the participant to provide assent with their body 
language. Bring the participant to the research space and 
give them a choice to stay or leave. Allow the individual 
to nod their head “yes” or shake their head “no.” Observe 
closely for any signs of discomfort (a sigh, a whine or groan, 
pushing research materials away) and consider this a form 
of non-assent.

4. In some cases, a parent or legal guardian may report that 
the individual under their care cannot provide assent, and it 
may be acceptable to accept consent and assent from legal 
guardians. In these cases, it seems especially important 
to look closely for any non-verbal forms of disagreement 
throughout participation (attempts to leave the research 
space, pushing materials away). Consider this a method for 
communicating and honor the request. 
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1. Educational Technology Ethics: 
https://openlibrary-repo.
ecampusontario.ca/jspui/
bitstream/123456789/878/4/
Educational-Technology-
Ethics-1606473628._print.pdf 

2. https://bera-journals.onlinelibrary.
wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/
bjet.12781https://

Dr. Patricia Fidalgo, Division Head, Curriculum and Instruction Division, has 
provided some useful links for those interested in learning more about ethics in 
educational technology research. 

Tips for Translating Research- based 
Documents
Contributed by: 
Ms. Nermeen El Taki 
Internal Quality Assurer, Learning and 
Development Division, ECAE

Many researchers receive comments from 
the IRB committee requesting further review 
of their research proposal due to translation inconsistencies 
in the Arabic and English language versions. Due to feedback 
received which can result in the need for several revisions, 
research may find translation tasks to be quite stressful and 
time consuming at times. 

Despite the fact that many researchers at ECAE are native 
Arabic speakers, it’s important to realize that translating 
scientific research into the Arabic language requires a good 
command of the traditional Arabic language and accuracy 
in translating the intended meaning without causing any 
discrepancies between both Arabic and English versions. 

To avoid common pitfalls, there are some general guidelines 
that researchers could keep in mind when translating research-
related documents:

1. Keep sentences simple and brief  
In order to enhance readability, aim for translating using 
short and concise sentences. Ask yourself “How can 
I simplify what I want to say so that my audience can 
understand?”  

3. link.springer.com/article/10.1007/
s11423-016-9483-0

Try avoiding long sentences. If you need to read the 
sentence multiple times to understand it, it’s likely that your 
audience will also struggle to understand. 

2. Install grammar and spelling Apps on your PC. 
These applications and tools help you spot any typos and 
improve the quality of the translated document in both 
languages. 

3. Review the translated document against the original  
One common mistake is that researchers make 
amendments to one language version and forget to reflect 
the changes on the translated version. It’s recommended 
that the researcher compares both texts to ensure 
consistency across both documents, prior to submission.

4. Read the text several times 
Reading the text aloud allows you to develop a better 
understanding of how your audience would infer the text 
and allows you to determine if the sentence structure 
is smooth, clear to the reader, and provides the same 
meaning you wish to deliver.

5. Seek peer review 
A final recommendation is to ask a peer who has a good 
command of both the English and Arabic languages to 
review the research proposal including the research tools to 
support in providing feedback on whether both documents 
deliver the same meaning or not.
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ECAE’s IRB has recently uploaded three new documents to the 
Research Portal: 

1. A sample assent form
2. An updated information and consent form for online 

anonymous surveys (student and faculty versions)
3. A checklist that will help guide you prior to submitting 

research proposals to the IRB
Please be sure to check these out! 
https://www.aera.net/Events-Meetings/Annual-Meeting
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FUTURE  
CONFERENCES

6th Annual Conference of the Scholarship 
of Teaching and Learning
High Impact Practices for Student Success: Evidence 
from Online, On-Site and Hybrid Environments 

October 19th, 2021 
Zayed University Convention and Exhibition Center, Dubai, 
UAE

Zayed University and the Center for Educational Innovation 
(CEI) will host the 6th Annual Conference of the Scholarship 
of Teaching and Learning. This year’s theme, “High Impact 
Practices for Student Success: Evidence from Online, On-
Site and Hybrid Environments”, highlights the benefits of 
higher education faculty conducting systematic inquiry on 
the impact of their teaching on students’ learning outcomes. 
All presentations will be aimed at demonstrating empirical 
evidence of a teaching practice/intervention that facilitates 
student learning and cultivates an environment of student 
academic success.

University faculty teaching in any discipline in higher education 
institutions across the Gulf and the wider region who are 
involved in classroom-based research are encouraged to 
submit their proposals. Submissions will undergo a double-
blind peer review process to ensure that presentations have 
a scholarly focus demonstrating good research design and 
showing empirical evidence to support their findings. The 
goal is to provide conference attendees with an opportunity 
to learn about and celebrate a broad range of classroom-
based research projects on teaching and learning (i.e., SoTL). 
Abstracts are limited to 300 words, including references. The 
time allotted to presentations will be 20 minutes for presentation 
and 10 minutes for discussion.  

After the conference, presenters will be encouraged to submit 
their full papers for publication in the Learning and Teaching in 
Higher Education: Gulf Perspectives Journal accessible at: 

https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/journal/lthe

Learning and Teaching in Higher Education: Gulf Perspectives | 
Emerald Publishing

www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com

Learning and Teaching in Higher Education: Gulf Perspectives 
is a peer reviewed, Open Access journal, which focuses on all 
aspects of Higher Education research with a regional focus on 
the Gulf, but with global relevance and readership. Access all 
previous issues of the journal here: http://lthe.zu.ac.ae/index.
php/lthehome/index.

To submit an abstract and/or reserve your free registration, visit 
the SoTL 2021 Conference site: https://www.sotl.info 
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2022 Annual Meeting Call for 
Submissions and Input on the 
Presidential Program
The AERA 2022 Annual Meeting Call for Submissions is now 
available. The deadline is July 12, 2021. On behalf of AERA 
President Na’ilah Suad Nasir and 2022 Annual Meeting 

2022 Annual Meeting Call for Volunteer 
Session Chairs and Discussants
AERA is seeking volunteers to serve as session chairs and 
discussants for the 2022 AERA Annual Meeting. The quality of 

Program Co-Chairs Tryphenia Peele-Eady and Elizabeth Tipton, 
we are pleased to invite you to contribute ideas for the 2022 
AERA Annual Meeting Presidential Program. The theme is 
“Cultivating Equitable Education Systems for the 21st Century.” 
The 2022 Annual Meeting will take place in San Diego, CA, 
April 22-25, 2022.

the AERA Annual Meeting depends on education researchers 
with appropriate expertise serving as chairs and discussants for 
paper sessions and as chairs for roundtables. Read the call. 
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THE ECAE PEER 
MENTORING PROGRAM: 
AIMS AND RATIONALE 

The ECAE Mentorship Program is aimed for ECAE 
faculty interested in partnering with other faculty to gain 
encouragement, advice and insights into their current job. The 
rationale behind creating a mentor program at the ECAE is to 
reduce isolation among faculty members, and enhance their 
professional growth, learning and development at different 
stages of their career. Since ECAE is focused on achieving 
excellence in educational practice for faculty and its student 
population, mentoring represents a pivotal aspect of its vision 
and its strategic goals.

Program Goals

 > To assist in the development of faculty at the beginning of 
their careers.

 > To contribute to the professional development of other 
faculty.

 > To develop teachers’ competence and forge collaborative 
relationships.

 > To advance academic and professional goals.
 > To develop mentors’ and mentees’ communication skills 

and build new relationships (Hargreaves & Fullan, 2000).
 > To distribute teacher professional learning across career 

stages and extend teachers’ professional development 
beyond the preparation and initial induction programs.

Application process and procedures

This program follows a structured approach that pairs faculty 
mentees with faculty mentors by matching their needs and 
interests. The following are the application procedures:

 > The application process consists of submitting an online 
application to join the program.

 > The ECAE mentoring committee will use the information 
in the application form to match prospective mentees with 
mentors.

 > Applicants can request a mentor, but final judgment on the 
mentor will be made by the committee. 

 > Mentors/mentees’ relationship can extend to a whole 
academic year. 

For more information about the ECAE Peer mentoring Program, 
please contact the program coordinator Dr. Mohamed Azaza at 
Mohamed.Azaza@ecae@ac.ae
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REMINDERS 
FROM THE 
RESEARCH 
OFFICE

The Research Office would like to remind all ECAE 
Faculty of the following:

 > Every researcher is encouraged to apply for funding to 
present at more than one conference in 2021.

 > When applying for a conference registration funding, 
researchers must attach their application form, the 
accepted abstract or full paper, letter or evidence of 
acceptance and the amount of the conference registration 
fee.

 > Register your 2021 publication in the spreadsheet on 
Teams in the Research Office folder

 > Enter your monthly research activities and hours in the 
spreadsheet on Teams folder in the Research Office folder.


